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Rose Kennedy Greenway 
Ramp Parcels Study 

Public Meeting #1 
 
June 26, 2014 
 
Consultants: 
HDR  
Utile, Inc. 
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Rose Kennedy Greenway Ramp Parcels Study 

Agenda 
I. Introductions – Who we are 

 
II. Purpose of Study - Why are we here 

 
III. Environmental Commitments  

 
IV. History of re-development options/proposals  

a. Parcel 6 – YMCA 
b. Parcel 18 – Center for the Arts 
c. Parcel 12 - Boston Museum 

 
V. Overview of Sites 

a. Planning Context 
b. Zoning 
c. Physical description of the sites 
 

VI. Timeline 
 

VII. Public Comments  
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Introductions 
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MassDOT 
John Romano, Legislative Affairs 
William Tuttle, Director of Projects 
 
Boston Redevelopment 
Authority 
Lauren Shurtleff, Senior Planner 
Lara Merida, Deputy Director for 
Community Planning 

Consultant Team 
 
HDR 
Roch Larochelle, P.E., Senior Project 
Manager 
 
Utile, Inc. 
Matthew Littell, Principal 

Introductions 

Who We Are 
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Introductions 

Why we’re here 

We’re kicking off the Greenway Ramp Parcels Study. 
 
 
It will be a tripartite process,  
with MassDOT, the BRA, and the community. 
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Purpose of the Study 
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Purpose of the Study 

Addressing the Ramp Parcels 
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Purpose of the Study 

Addressing the Ramp Parcels 
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Purpose of the Study 

Addressing the Ramp Parcels 



MassDOT &  Boston Redevelopment Authority 10 Rose Kennedy Greenway Ramps Parcels Study Public  Meeting #1 - June 26, 2014 

Environmental Commitments 
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Environmental Commitments 

The Environmental Commitment 
In the November 1990 Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (FSEIR) 
for the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) and the January 1991 Final 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (FSEIS) for FHWA/NEPA, the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Works committed to covering the open boat 
sections of access ramps in the downtown area to “mitigate the effect of 
environmental blight.” 
  
Pursuant to MEPA (M.G.L. C.30, 61-62H) and related regulations (301 CMR 11.00), 
the Secretary of Environmental Affairs certified the FSEIR containing the following 
language relative to Parcels 6, 12, and 18 specifically: 
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Environmental Commitments 

The Environmental Commitment 

ENF Certificate, 
July 26, 1991 

The ENF Certificate that was issued by the Secretary of the Office of Environmental 
Affairs dated July 26, 1991 also specifically encourages the expansion of open 
space on Parcel 12 to preserve “visual corridors and continuous pedestrian 
access” versus further building development: 



MassDOT &  Boston Redevelopment Authority 13 Rose Kennedy Greenway Ramps Parcels Study Public  Meeting #1 - June 26, 2014 

Environmental Commitments 

What we’re trying to accomplish 

The commitment is about visual and aesthetic impacts.  
Not about noise or air quality – the CA/T meets all noise and 
air quality standards without covers. 
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Environmental Commitments 

What we need to do to define “cover.” 

 
Original permit for CA/T Project was for buildings atop the ramps on Parcels 6 
and 12 and open space on Parcel 18.  
 
Now to provide “cover,” MassDOT needs to propose how to cover the ramp 
parcels. This process—with MassDOT, the BRA, and the community—will 
determine the approach.  
 
The goal is to submit Notice of Project Change to MEPA and receive approval 
for all three ramp parcels, and complete Parcel 12 cover by November 2017. 

The commitment is about visual and aesthetic impacts.  
Not about noise or air quality – the CA/T meets all noise and 
air quality standards without covers. 
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History of 
Redevelopment 
Proposals 
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History of Redevelopment Proposals 

CA/T Project and Greenway Timeline 
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History of 
Redevelopment 
Proposals 
 
Parcel 6 - YMCA 
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History of Redevelopment Proposals  

Parcel 6 – YMCA Proposal  
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History of Redevelopment Proposals  

Parcel 6 – YMCA Proposal  
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History of  
Redevelopment  
Proposals 
 
Parcel 18 – Center for the Arts 
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History of Redevelopment Proposals  

Parcel 18 – Center for the Arts 
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History of Redevelopment Proposals  

Parcel 18 – Center for the Arts 
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History of Redevelopment Proposals  

Parcel 18 – Center for the Arts 
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History of Redevelopment Proposals  

Parcel 18 – Center for the Arts 
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History of Redevelopment Proposals  

Parcel 18 – Center for the Arts 

Section through Atrium, looking north Section through Theater, looking South 
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History of Redevelopment Proposals  

Parcel 18 – Center for the Arts 
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History of Redevelopment Proposals  

Parcel 18 – Boston Museum 
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History of Redevelopment Proposals  

Parcel 18 – Boston Museum 
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History of Redevelopment Proposals  

Parcel 18 – Boston Museum 
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History of  
Redevelopment  
Proposals 
 
Parcel 12 – Boston Museum 
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History of Redevelopment Proposals  

Parcel 12 – Boston Museum 
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Overview of the Sites 
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Overview of the Sites 
Planning Context 
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Overview of the Sites 

Central Artery/Tunnel Project 

Circa 2004 
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Planning Foundation 
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Overview of the Sites 

The Boston 2000 Vision 
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Overview of the Sites 

Planning and Permitting History 
The land use plan entitled “Boston 2000:  A Plan for the Central Artery” was 
incorporated into the FSEIR by the Mass. DPW in that January 1991 submittal and 
required a joint filing of an “Environmental Notification Form (ENF)” covering 
Parcels 1 through 23 (27 Acres) from Kneeland to Causeway Street of the Joint 
Development Plan. 
  
That Plan was adopted by the Boston Zoning Commission May 20, 1991 creating 
the “Central Artery Special District Zoning,” which specifies open space, 
residential, and commercial land uses and dimensional controls for future 
development.  
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Overview of the Sites 

Zoning 
Article 49, Central Artery Special District 
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Greenway District Planning Study, 2010 

Overview of the Sites 

Recent studies looked at the edges. 
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Overview of the Sites 

Now it is time to reconsider the Ramp Parcels 
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Overview of the Sites 

Physical Conditions of the Ramp Parcels 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 18 

Tunnel Entrance 
(NB-on) 

Tunnel Exit 
(SB-off) 

High Street 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 18 
 Parcel Area = 85,000 SF (1.9 ac) +/- 
 
 Article 49 Zoning:   

 Urban Plaza/Open Space 
 

 Desired Use: 
 Open Park Area 

 
 Key Considerations: 

 Vertical Clearance (14’-6”) 
 Air Quality, Lighting, Ventilation 
 Sight Distance 
 Signing/IPCS System 
 Major Utility Corridors along 

Atlantic, Purchase & Oliver St. 
 View Corridor (Rowes Wharf) 
 Tunnels/Ramps designed for 

low building (3-floor) and deck 
structures at the portals. 

Parcel 18 North 

Parcel 18 South 

View Corridor 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 18 

Longitudinal section through ramp CS-P (SB-off). 
Looking west. 

Longitudinal section through ramp A-CN (NB-on). 
Looking east. 

14’-6” Clearance 
Required 
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Sections through Parcel 18, looking north. 

Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 18 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 18 On Seaport Blvd, looking toward Rowes 
Wharf. 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 18  
Walking south through Parcel 18. 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 18 

Looking southeast at head of northbound on-ramp. Walking south through Parcel 18. 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 12 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 12 

Dock Square Garage/ 
Hard Rock Cafe 

Tunnel Exit (NB-off) 

Tunnel Exit (SB-off) 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 12 
 Parcel Area = 51,000 SF (1.2 ac) +/- 
 
 Article 49 Zoning:   

 Recreation/open Space 
 Zoning Allows for Building 

 
 Allowable Uses: 

 Residential Uses 
 Community Uses 
 Cultural Uses 
 Local Retail/Service Uses 

 
 Key Considerations: 

 Vertical Clearance (14’-6”) 
 Air Quality, Lighting, Ventilation 
 Sight Distance 
 Signing/IPCS System 
 Major Utility Corridor  
 View Corridor (Commercial St.) 
 Tunnels/Ramp designed for 

future loading (5-story building)* 
 
*SB Off-ramp not designed for building loads 

Utility Corridor 

View Corridor 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 12 14’-6” Clearance 
Required 

Longitudinal section through Ramp CS-SA (SB-off). 
Looking west. 

Longitudinal section through Ramp CN-SA (NB-off). 
Looking east. 

14’-6” Clearance 
Required 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 12 

Sections through Parcel 12, looking north. 

NB-OFF SB-OFF 

NB-OFF 

SB-OFF NB-OFF SB-OFF 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 12 At the edge of Parcels 13 and 12, 
looking toward the North End. 



MassDOT &  Boston Redevelopment Authority 59 Rose Kennedy Greenway Ramps Parcels Study Public  Meeting #1 - June 26, 2014 

Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 12 

Looking north from Commercial Street along Cross Street. Looking northeast, at the NB Off-ramp. 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 12  
Looking northeast from SB Off-ramp. 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 12 Along Surface Road, looking southeast 
toward Long Wharf. 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 6 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 6 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 6 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 6 
 Parcel Area = 40,000 SF (0.9 ac)+/- 
 
 Article 49 Zoning:   

 Passive recreation/open Space 
 Zoning Allows for Building 

 
 Allowable Uses: 

 Building/Community Facility 
 Recreational Use 

 
 Key Considerations: 

 Vertical Clearance (14’-6”) 
 Air Quality, Lighting, Ventilation 
 Major Utility Corridor 
 Signing/IPCS System 
 Sight Distance 

 
 1998 Ramp Cover Study: 

 Defined Loading Scenarios 
 Theoretical 5-Story Building 
 Theoretical Elevated Park 

Utility Corridor 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 6 

Longitudinal Section through Ramp SA-CS (SC), looking west. 
(With theoretical 5-story building design) 

14’-6” Clearance 
Required 

Theoretical Building 
Design 
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ORANGE LINE 

SOUTHBOUND TUNNEL 

SURFACE ARTERY SOUTHBOUND 
 SURFACE ARTERY 

NORTHBOUND 

NORTHBOUND TUNNEL 

RAMP SA-CN RAMP ST-CN 
RAMP ST-SA 

RAMP SA-CT RAMP SA-CS 

Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 6 
 

Theoretical Building 
Design 

Utility Corridor 
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Parcel 6 - Plan  
(With Theoretical Park Design) 

A 

A 

Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 6 
 

Theoretical Park 
Design 



MassDOT &  Boston Redevelopment Authority 70 Rose Kennedy Greenway Ramps Parcels Study Public  Meeting #1 - June 26, 2014 

Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 6 
 

Parcel 6 - Section through  site 
Section A-A 
(With Theoretical Park Design - looking north) 

SURFACE ARTERY 
SOUTHBOUND 

 SURFACE ARTERY 
NORTHBOUND 

RAMP SA-CN 
RAMP ST-CN 

RAMP ST-SA 
RAMP SA-CT RAMP SA-CS 

Theoretical Park 
Design 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 6  
Looking southeast to Tunnel Entrance (SB/NB). 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 6  
Looking northeast from SB Surface Artery. 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 6  
Looking north from SB Surface Artery. 
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Overview of the Sites 

Parcel 6  
Looking northwest from Sudbury/Cross.  
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Schedule 
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Schedule 

Our Timeline 

Next public meeting: 
Late September 
Location TBD 
 
Meetings every 4-6 weeks through the fall.  
A full schedule of public meetings will be announced at the 
September meeting.  
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Public Comments 
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Thank you! 

Keep in touch by checking  
http://www.bostonredevelopmentauthority.org/planning
/planning-initiatives/greenway-ramp-parcel-study  
(or http://tiny.cc/RampParcelStudy) 
 
Send comments to  
John Romano, john.romano@dot.state.ma.gov 
Lauren Shurtleff, lauren.shurtleff@boston.gov 
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