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SITE CONTEXT
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CONCEPTUAL STRATEGY

EXPRESSWAY
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EXISTING CONDITION

ALBANY STREET | VIEW FROM SOUTH
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ALBANY STREET | VIEW FROM NORTH

EXISTING CONDITION

AERIAL VIEW FROM SOUTH
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EXISTING CONDITION

SITE

• Pre 1852 -Tidal flat lands 

• 1852 - Granite sea wall built, wharfs constructed 

with stables and wood framed sheds for coal and 

lumber

• 1950s - Infilled for construction of SE expressway

• 1969 - Construction of current building
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EXCHANGE SOUTH END GOALS

• Expand the vibrancy of the South End

• Transform a warehouse site into active mixed-uses

• 5.6 acres urban campus

• 1.6M SF of life science/tech/lab/office/retail space 

• 4 buildings of varying sizes and heights

• 1+ acre park “Albany Green” 18-hour destination 

park with retail and restaurants

• 30,000 SF of arts, culture, and community space

• LEED Gold Certifiable
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WHAT WE HEARD (From BCDC Full Committee and Sub Committee)

• Over-all planning is smart/logical.

• Generally agree with varied building heights.

• Reduce building heights along Albany St., with additional height on building along highway.

• Increase amount of greenspace…granite steps do not want to appear as a barrier.

• Building B - architectural character needs refinement and better relation to SE context.

• Building B  - study response to Plympton Street corridor view.

• Define project phasing.

• Optimize Community / Cultural space location and program for best chance of success.
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URBAN DESIGN
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN

PUBLIC REALM
BUILDING ENTRIES

39% open space
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GARAGE FLOOR PLAN

A B

CD

PARKING
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PHASING DIAGRAMS

PHASE 1



540 ALBANY STREET 7/10/18

PHASING DIAGRAMS

PHASE 2
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BUILDING MASSING

321’321’

173’173’

105’105’

92’92’

215’215’
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ALBANY GREEN - (PREVIOUS)
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ALBANY GREEN – (PROPOSED)
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STREET VIEW INTO ALBANY GREEN – (PREVIOUS)

VIEW WITH LIGHT TREES
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STREET VIEW INTO ALBANY GREEN – (PROPOSED)

VIEW WITH LIGHT TREES
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ALBANY ST LOOKING NORTHEAST - (PREVIOUS) 
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ALBANY ST LOOKING NORTHEAST – (PROPOSED) 
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BUILDING B – (PREVIOUS)
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BUILDING B – (PROPOSED)
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BUILDING B – (PREVIOUS)
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BUILDING B – (PROPOSED)
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VIEW FROM I93 LOOKING SOUTHWEST –(PREVIOUS)
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VIEW FROM I93 LOOKING SOUTHWEST – (PROPOSED)
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PLAZA VIEW - ENTRY A – (PROPOSED)
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STREET VIEW - ENTRY B - (PROPOSED) 
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ALBANY STREET SIDEWALK - (PROPOSED)
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AERIAL NORTHWEST – (PROPOSED)
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ALBANY GREEN

ALBANY GREEN

• 1+ acre signature park “Albany Green” 

• 18-hour destination wrapped with retail and 

restaurants

• High degree of programming, events, farmers 

market, festivals, seasonal uses.
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LANDSCAPE

ALBANY GREEN

• Enlarged Lawn

• Enlarged plant beds in quiet 

garden

• Enlarged granite seating 

elements on Albany Street

• Enlarged events area in front of 

the community space

PREVIOUS PROPOSED
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SUNNY LAWN 

LANDSCAPE

Albany Street 



540 ALBANY STREET 7/10/18

LANDSCAPE
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LANDSCAPE
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PUBLIC REALM

LINE OF HISTORICAL 

WHARF EDGE
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ACTIVE PLAZA

LANDSCAPE
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LANDSCAPE
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QUIET GARDEN

LANDSCAPE
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LANDSCAPE
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LANDSCAPE
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LANDSCAPE

PAVING STUDIES
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