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B-1 Context

B-2 Census Geography Explained

B-3 Boston Planning Districts and Census Tracts

B-4 Boston Census Tracts - Changes Between 1990 And 2000

B-5 Population Distribution

B-6 Net Population Density

B-7 Hispanic/Latino Population

B-8 Unemployment Rate

B-9 Median Household Income

B-10 Per Capita Income

B-11 Poverty Rate

B-12 Median Family Income
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B-17 Total Housing Units

B-18 Net Housing Density

B-19 Housing Vacancy Rate

B-20 Percentage of Owner-occupied Housing Units

B-21 Percentage of Renter-occupied Housing Units

B-22 Population in College Dormitories
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B-24 Location of Tax Exempt Properties
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The collection of maps presented in this compilation offers an overview of the spatial

dimensions of some of the most commonly used socio-economic characteristics of

Boston residents. Drawing mostly from the US Census data for 2000, the thematic

maps transform abstract data into meaningful forms in relation to neighborhoods and

smaller levels of geography, the census tract. The principal units of data are therefore

the census tracts which are laid within the context of neighborhood boundaries and

commonly-known place names. These maps are useful in visually comparing the

characteristics between parts of Boston, be it neighborhoods or census tracts and

instances of disparate circumstances are strikingly evident.  Moreover, as can be

seen in Map # 25 selected characteristics can be overlaid on a thematic map to

demonstrate the correlation of factors such as low-income neighborhoods and

concentration of subsidized housing.

Technical Notes for Printing off the Web:

The maps are in Acrobat pdf format and formatted for to be printed in color at
tabloid size (11 X 17 inches) for optimal clarity of details.  If it is necessary for the
maps to be printed at letter size (8 ½ X 11 inches), they should be printed to 63%

of the original.
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the population characteristics.



Hyde Park

West Roxbury

Roslindale

Jamaica Plain

Allston-
Brighton

Town of
Brookline

Fenway/
Kenmore

City of Cambridge

South End

BackBay/
Beacon Hill

Roxbury

Mattapan

North Dorchester

South Dorchester

Chelsea

Charlestown

South Boston

Central
Logan 
Airport

Harbor 
Islands

WinthropEast Boston

1301

1304.02

1302

1303

1304.01
1401.04

1401.02

1105.01 1105.02

1106.02

1106.01

1104.02

1402.01

1401.03

1403

1402.02

1104.01 1103

1201.01

1102

1404

1010.01

1002

1010.02

10031011.01

1011.02

924

1001

2.01

3.02

3.01

2.02

4.02

5.02

4.01

5.01

7.01
6.02

1

6.01

8.02

7.02

8.01

1101

1202

1207

811

812

1203

1206

1204

1205

1201.02

810
808

103

809

101.02

102.01

102.02

813

814

819

815

104.01

101.01

104.02

806

709

820

803

817

902
821

903

901

105
708

108

107

904

818

1009

1004

1005

922

919

923

920

918

915

917

912914

913

906

801

907

1006.01

1008

916

921

910

911

611

909

1007

1006.02

805

804

106
707

711

706 705

712

702703

704

406

404
401

403

202

201

701

203 302

402 408

612 607

608

610

301

303

304

305

605

603

606

604

503

504
505

506

501

507
502

509

602

601

CT#- 1501

512

510

511

NET POPULATION DENSITY BY CENSUS TRACT

Boston 
Redevelopment 
Authority

BOSTON 2000

 

CENSUS 2000 Map B-6

Net Population Density Per Acre

400 to 1,100
120 to 400

60 to 120
40 to 60

0 to 40

Census Tract 
Boundaries

Planning District
Boundaries

Note:
Numbers within Census Tracts

are Tract ID numbers.

  Areas of recreational, airport, commercial, and 
  industrial use that do not have any significant 

      residential population are shaded  as shown 
below to avoid such areas representing  

   population characteristics.



Hyde Park

West Roxbury

Roslindale

Jamaica Plain

Allston-
Brighton

Town of
Brookline

Fenway/
Kenmore

City of Cambridge

South End

BackBay/
Beacon Hill

Roxbury

Mattapan

North Dorchester

South Dorchester

Chelsea

Charlestown

South Boston

Central
Logan 
Airport

Harbor 
Islands

WinthropEast Boston

1301

1304.02

1302

1303

1304.01
1401.04

1401.02

1105.01 1105.02

1106.02

1106.01

1104.02

1402.01

1401.03

1403

1402.02

1104.01 1103

1201.01

1102

1404

1010.01

1002

1010.02

10031011.01
1011.02

924

1001

2.01

3.02

3.01

2.02

4.02

5.02

4.01

5.01

7.01
6.02

1

6.01

8.02

7.02

8.01

1101

1202

1207

811

812

1203

1206

1204

1205

1201.02

810
808

103

809

101.02

102.01

102.02

813

814

819

815

104.01

101.01

104.02

806

709

820

803

817

902
821

903

901

105
708

108

107

904

818

1009

1004

1005

922

919

923

920

918

915

917

912914

913

906

801

907

1006.01

1008

916

921

910

911

611

909

1007

1006.02

805

804

106
707

711

706 705

712

702703

704

406

404
401

403

202

201

701

203 302

402 408

612 607

608

610

301

303

304

305

605

603

606

604

503

504
505

506

501

507
502

509

602

601

CT#- 1501

512

510

511

Hispanic or Latino Population
1,200 to 2,550

600 to 1,200
300 to 600
100 to 300

0 to 100

HISPANIC/LATINO POPULATION BY CENSUS TRACTS

Boston 
Redevelopment 
Authority

CENSUS 2000

BOSTON 2000

Census Tract 
Boundaries

Planning District
Boundaries

ES MAP 4/05

Note:
Numbers within Census Tracts

are Tract ID numbers.

Map B-7

Areas of recreational, airport, commercial, and 
industrial use that do not have any significant 

residential population are shaded as shown below. 
Inclusion of such areas will not accurately represent 

               the population characteristics.
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Map B-8

Areas of recreational, airport, commercial, and 
industrial use that do not have any significant 

residential population are shaded as shown below. 
Inclusion of such areas will not accurately represent 

               the population characteristics.
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Map B-9

Areas of recreational, airport, commercial, and 
industrial use that do not have any significant 

residential population are shaded as shown below. 
Inclusion of such areas will not accurately represent 

               the population characteristics.
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Map B-10

Areas of recreational, airport, commercial, and 
industrial use that do not have any significant 

residential population are shaded as shown below. 
Inclusion of such areas will not accurately represent 

              the population characteristics.
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Map B-11

Areas of recreational, airport, commercial, and 
industrial use that do not have any significant 

residential population are shaded as shown below. 
Inclusion of such areas will not accurately represent 

               the population characteristics.
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Map B-12

Areas of recreational, airport, commercial, and 
industrial use that do not have any significant 

residential population are shaded as shown below. 
Inclusion of such areas will not accurately represent 

               the population characteristics.
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Map B-13

Areas of recreational, airport, commercial, and 
industrial use that do not have any significant 

residential population are shaded as shown below. 
Inclusion of such areas will not accurately represent  

               the population characteristics.
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Map B-14

Areas of recreational, airport, commercial, and 
industrial use that do not have any significant 

residential population are shaded as shown below. 
Inclusion of such areas will not accurately represent 

               the population characteristics.
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Areas of recreational, airport, commercial, and 
industrial use that do not have any significant 

residential population are shaded as shown below. 
Inclusion of such areas will not accurately represent 

               the population characteristics.
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Map B-16

Areas of recreational, airport, commercial, and 
industrial use that do not have any significant 

residential population are shaded as shown below. 
Inclusion of such areas will not accurately represent 

              the population characteristics.
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ES MAP 4/05

Note:
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are Tract ID numbers.
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Map B-17

Areas of recreational, airport, commercial, and 
industrial use that do not have any significant 

residential population are shaded as shown below. 
Inclusion of such areas will not accurately represent  

           the of population characteristics.
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NET HOUSING DENSITY BY CENSUS TRACT

Boston 
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BOSTON

Census Tract 
Boundaries

Planning District
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ES MAP 4/05

Note:
Numbers within Census Tracts

are Tract ID numbers.

Areas of recreational, airport, commercial, and 
industrial use that do not have any significant 

residential population are shaded as shown below. 
Inclusion of such areas will not accurately represent 

              the population characteristics.

 

CENSUS 2000 Map B-18
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HOUSING VACANCY RATE BY CENSUS TRACT
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Note:
Numbers within Census Tracts

are Tract ID numbers.

Vacancy Rate
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Map B-19

Areas of recreational, airport, commercial, and 
industrial use that do not have any significant 

residential population are shaded as shown below. 
Inclusion of such areas will not accurately represent    

           the of population characteristics.
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Redevelopment 
Authority BOSTON 2000

Census Tract 
Boundaries
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ES MAP 4/05

Note:
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CENSUS 2000 Map B-20

Areas of recreational, airport, commercial, and 
industrial use that do not have any significant 

residential population are shaded as shown below. 
Inclusion of such areas will not accurately represent  

           the of population characteristics.
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Note:
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are Tract ID numbers.

 

CENSUS 2000 Map B-21

Renter-Occupied Housing Units
85 to 99.8 %
70 to 85 %
60 to 70 %
50 to 60 %

0 to 50 %

Areas of recreational, airport, commercial, and 
industrial use that do not have any significant 

residential population are shaded as shown below. 
Inclusion of such areas will not accurately represent 

               the population characteristics.
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POPULATION IN COLLEGE DORMITORIES

Boston 
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Authority

CENSUS 2000
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Census Tract 
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Planning District
Boundaries

ES MAP 4/05

Note:
Numbers within Census Tracts

are Tract ID numbers.

Population in College Dormitories
Includes facilities off-campus

2,000 to 3,430
500 to 2,000

50 to 500
1 to 50
0

Map B-22

Areas of recreational, airport, commercial, and 
industrial use that do not have any significant 

residential population are shaded as shown below. 
Inclusion of such areas will not accurately represent 

              the population characteristics.
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PERCENTAGE WORKING OUTSIDE COUNTY OF RESIDENCE BY CENSUS TRACTS
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Note:
Numbers within Census Tracts

are Tract ID numbers.

Renter-Occupied Housing units
Percentage of Total Housing Units
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0 to 50

Map B-23

Areas of recreational, airport, commercial, and 
industrial use that do not have any significant 

residential population are shaded as shown below. 
Inclusion of such areas will not accurately represent       

               the population characteristics.
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LOCATION OF TAX EXEMPT PROPERTIES

Boston 
Redevelopment 
Authority

YEAR 2004

BOSTON

Census Tract 
Boundaries

Planning District
Boundaries

ES MAP 4/05

Note:
Numbers within Census Tracts

are Tract ID numbers.

Areas of recreational use 
and/or open space

(most of which are also tax-exempt)
are shaded as shown below.

Tax Exempt Property

Data: GIS & Mapping

Map B-24
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LOCATION OF CHAPTER 40B HOUSING AND DISTRIBUTION OF POVERTY RATES BY CENSUS TRACTS

Boston 
Redevelopment 
Authority

BOSTON

Census Tract 
Boundaries

Planning District
Boundaries

ES MAP 4/05

Note:
Numbers within Census Tracts

are Tract ID numbers.

Locations of Ch.40B Housing
(Units per location range from 1- 1200)

Data: Rolf Goetz & Larry Braman

Poverty Rate
40  to 69.6%
25  to 40%
15  to 25%
10  to 15%

2.3 to 10%

Chapter 40B is a Massachusetts State 
statute that enables local Zoning Boards 
to approve affordable housing under
flexible rules if at least 20-25% of the units
have long-term affordability restriction.
... Its goal is to encourage the production 
of affordable housing in all communities 
throughout the Commonwealth.
From Factsheet on Ch. 40B published by
Citizens' Housing and Planning Association

 

CENSUS 2000 Map B-25

Areas of recreational, airport, commercial, and 
industrial use that do not have any significant 

residential population are shaded as shown below. 
Inclusion of such areas will not accurately represent 

               the population characteristics.




