
 

Al
lst
on

 I‐
90

 In
te
rc
ha

ng
e 
Pl
ac
em

ak
in
g 
St
ud

y 
  L
ist
 o
f S
ta
nd

ar
ds
 fo

r P
la
ce
m
ak
in
g 
 D
ra
ft 
fo
r R

ev
ie
w
 a
nd

 C
om

m
en
t  
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

Pr
ep

ar
ed

 b
y 
Th
e 
Ce

ci
l G

ro
up

/H
ar
rim

an
   
   
   
  J
un

e 
27

, 2
01

6 

I‐9
0 
Al
lst
on

 In
te
rc
ha

ng
e 
Pr
oj
ec
t 

Pl
ac
em

ak
in
g 
St
ud

y 
Lis

t o
f S

ta
nd

ar
ds
 fo

r P
la
ce
m
ak
in
g�

Pr
ep

ar
ed

 b
y 
Th
e 
Ce

ci
l G

ro
up

/H
ar
rim

an
 fo

r t
he

 C
ity

 o
f B

os
to
n 

Ju
ne

 2
7,
 2
01

6 
  Th
is 
do

cu
m
en
t p

ro
vi
de
s g

ui
da

nc
e 
st
an

da
rd
s f
or
 th

e 
in
fr
as
tr
uc
tu
re
 a
nd

 la
nd

 a
re
as
 a
ss
oc
ia
te
d 
w
ith

 th
e 
Al
lst
on

‐I‐
90

 In
te
rc
ha

ng
e 
Pr
oj
ec
t. 
Th
es
e 
st
an

da
rd
s s
ho

ul
d 
be

 u
se
d 
to
  h
el
p 
se
t t
he

 st
ag

e 
fo
r a

 h
ig
h 
qu

al
ity

 u
rb
an

 d
ist
ric
t. 
Th
e 

st
an

da
rd
s a

re
 in
te
nd

ed
 to

 cr
ea
te
 a
 fr
am

ew
or
k 
fo
r a

 d
ist
in
ct
iv
e 
di
st
ric
t o

f B
os
to
n 
th
at
 w
ill
 b
e 
co
m
pa

tib
le
 w
ith

 a
dj
ac
en
t a

nd
 n
ea
rb
y 
ne
ig
hb

or
ho

od
s. 
Th
e 
fr
am

ew
or
k 
se
ek
s e

ffe
ct
iv
e 
ci
rc
ul
at
io
n 
fo
r a

ll 
m
od

es
 o
f t
ra
ns
po

rt
at
io
n 
an

d 
pr
ov
id
es
 fo

r a
 su

st
ai
na

bl
e,
 e
ne
rg
y‐
ef
fic
ie
nt
 e
nv
iro

nm
en
t.  
Th
es
e 
st
an

da
rd
s a

dd
re
ss
 th

e 
ex
ist
in
g 
M
as
sD
O
T 
Al
te
rn
at
iv
e 
3K

‐4
 th

at
 h
as
 b
ee
n 
a 
fo
cu
s o

f t
hi
s s
tu
dy
 a
nd

 sh
ou

ld
 b
e 
us
ed

 to
 re

fin
e 
th
e 
pl
an

ni
ng

 a
nd

 d
es
ig
n 
co
nc
ep
ts
 b
ei
ng

 
pr
ep
ar
ed

 fo
r t
he

 h
ig
hw

ay
, r
ai
l, 
st
re
et
 a
nd

 o
th
er
 in
fr
as
tr
uc
tu
re
 e
le
m
en
ts
 th

at
 a
re
 b
ei
ng

 a
dv
an

ce
d.
 T
he

 st
an

da
rd
s a

re
 b
as
ed

 o
n 
pr
ec
ed
in
g 
an

al
ys
es
 o
f t
he

 u
rb
an

 co
nt
ex
t a

nd
 a
 re

vi
ew

 o
f t
he

 a
lte

rn
at
iv
e 
co
nc
ep
ts
 p
re
pa

re
d 
by
 

M
as
sD
O
T.
  T
he

 p
re
pa

ra
tio

n 
of
 th

es
e 
st
an

da
rd
s h

as
 in
co
rp
or
at
ed

 in
pu

t f
ro
m
 th

e 
co
m
m
un

ity
 T
as
k 
Fo
rc
e 
es
ta
bl
ish

ed
 a
s a

 fo
ru
m
 fo

r r
ev
ie
w
 a
nd

 d
isc

us
sio

n 
an

d 
fr
om

 o
th
er
 p
ar
tic
ip
an

ts
 in
 th

e 
pu

bl
ic
 e
ng

ag
em

en
t p

ro
ce
ss
 fo

r t
he

 
pl
an

ni
ng

 o
f t
hi
s a

re
a 
of
 B
os
to
n.
  

O
rg
an

iza
tio

n 
of
 th

e 
Pl
ac
em

ak
in
g 
St
an

da
rd
s 

Th
e 
Pl
ac
em

ak
in
g 
St
an

da
rd
s a

re
 o
rg
an

ize
d 
ac
co
rd
in
g 
to
 th

e 
ge
og

ra
ph

ic
 lo
ca
tio

n 
to
 w
hi
ch
 th

ey
 a
pp

ly
. M

os
t o

f t
he

 st
an

da
rd
s a

re
 fo

cu
se
d 
on

 th
e 
or
ga

ni
za
tio

n 
of
 th

e 
tr
an

sp
or
ta
tio

n 
in
fr
as
tr
uc
tu
re
 th

at
 w
ill
 se

t t
he

 st
ag

e 
fo
r f
ut
ur
e 

re
de
ve
lo
pm

en
t o

f t
he

 e
nt
ire

 a
re
a.
 A
 se

t o
f g

ui
da

nc
e 
st
an

da
rd
s f
or
 th

e 
fu
tu
re
 m

as
te
r p

la
nn

in
g 
fo
r t
he

 d
ev
el
op

m
en
t o

f t
he

 a
re
a 
ar
e 
al
so
 p
ro
vi
de
d 
at
 th

e 
en
d 
of
 th

is 
lis
t. 
 

Ca
te
go

rie
s a

nd
 P
rin

cip
le
s f
or
 P
la
ce
m
ak
in
g 

Th
e 
Pl
ac
em

ak
in
g 
St
an

da
rd
s a

dd
re
ss
 m

ul
tip

le
 a
sp
ec
ts
 o
f p

la
ce
m
ak
in
g.
 T
hi
s a

na
ly
sis

 a
nd

 re
co
m
m
en
da

tio
ns
 h
av
e 
be
en

 o
rg
an

ize
d 
to
 a
dd

re
ss
 th

e 
fo
llo
w
in
g 
ca
te
go

rie
s f
or
 p
la
ce
m
ak
in
g 
an

d 
th
e 
as
so
ci
at
ed

 p
rin

ci
pl
es
 fo

r p
la
nn

in
g 
th
e 

in
fr
as
tr
uc
tu
re
 a
nd

 fu
tu
re
 d
ist
ric
t t
ha

t w
ill
 e
m
er
ge
. M

an
y 
of
 th

e 
st
an

da
rd
s a

dd
re
ss
 m

ul
tip

le
 ca

te
go

rie
s s
im

ul
ta
ne
ou

sly
. T
he

 ca
te
go

rie
s a

ss
oc
ia
te
d 
w
ith

 e
ac
h 
st
an

da
rd
 a
re
 in
di
ca
te
d 
on

 th
e 
rig

ht
 h
an

d 
sid

e 
of
 th

e 
lis
t. 

 

Pu
bl
ic 
Re

al
m
/O

pe
n 
Sp
ac
e 

  M
ob

ili
ty
/C
on

ne
ct
iv
ity

 

  De
ve
lo
pm

en
t P

ot
en

tia
l/
Fl
ex
ib
ili
ty
 

  Di
st
in
ct
iv
e�
Pl
ac
e/
Co

nt
ex
t�S
en
sit
iv
ity
�

  En
er
gy
�E
ffi
ci
en
cy
/S
us
ta
in
ab
ili
ty
 

 
 

��
En

ha
nc
e 
ac
ce
ss
 to

 u
se
ab
le
 o
pe

n 
sp
ac
e 

��
Re

in
fo
rc
e 
co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 to

 e
xi
st
in
g 
re
so
ur
ce
s –

 C
ha
rle

s R
iv
er
 

��
Pr
ov
id
e 
ac
tiv

e 
an
d 
ge
ne

ro
us
 st
re
et
 e
dg
es
 

��
Re

in
fo
rc
e 
w
al
ka
bl
e 
an
d 
pe

de
st
ria

n 
fr
ie
nd

ly
 sc

al
e 

��
En

ha
nc
e 
m
ul
ti‐
m
od

al
 co

nn
ec
tio

ns
 a
nd

 co
nv
en

ie
nc
e 

��
St
re
ng
th
en

 co
nn

ec
tio

ns
 b
et
w
ee
n 
ad
ja
ce
nt
 n
ei
gh
bo

rh
oo

ds
 a
nd

 d
ist
ric
ts
 

��
M
ai
nt
ai
n 
fle

xi
bl
e 
ac
co
m
m
od

at
io
n 
of
 a
 w
id
e 
va
rie

ty
 o
f  b

ui
ld
in
g 
ty
pe

s 
��

In
te
gr
at
e 
ol
d 
an
d 
ne

w
 w
ith

 co
nt
ex
t‐s

en
sit
iv
e,
 co

m
pa
tib

le
 tr
an
sit
io
ns
 

��
St
re
ng
th
en

 a
bi
lit
y 
to
 d
ec
k 
ov
er
 th

e 
hi
gh
w
ay
 a
nd

 ra
il 
ya
rd
s 

��
Pr
ov
id
e 
fo
r f
ut
ur
e 
de

st
in
at
io
n 
pl
ac
es
 w
ith

 ra
ng
e 
of
 u
se
s a

nd
 d
en

sit
ie
s 

��
M
ax
im

ize
 o
pp

or
tu
ni
tie

s t
o 
ex
te
nd

 B
os
to
n’
s u

rb
an

 fa
br
ic
 

��
De

fin
e 
a 
ne

tw
or
k 
of
 re

co
gn
iza

bl
e 
pl
ac
es
 a
nd

 ce
nt
er
s o

f  a
ct
iv
ity

  

��
En

ha
nc
e 
th
e 
ab
ili
ty
 fo

r e
ne

rg
y 
ef
fic
ie
nt
 a
nd

 su
st
ai
na
bl
e 
di
st
ric
t d

es
ig
n 

��
An

tic
ip
at
e 
cl
im

at
e 
ch
an
ge
, s
ea

‐le
ve
l r
ise

 a
nd

 in
fr
as
tr
uc
tu
re
 n
ee
ds
 



Al
lst
on

 I‐
90

 In
te
rc
ha

ng
e 
Pl
ac
em

ak
in
g 
St
ud

y 
  L
ist
 o
f S
ta
nd

ar
ds
 fo

r P
la
ce
m
ak
in
g 
   
 D
ra
ft 
fo
r R

ev
ie
w
 a
nd

 C
om

m
en
t  
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

Pr
ep

ar
ed

 b
y 
Th
e 
Ce

ci
l G

ro
up

/H
ar
rim

an
   
   
 Ju

ne
 2
7,
 2
01

6 
 

2

Ke
y 
Co

nc
ep

ts
 a
nd

 C
on

tr
ib
ut
io
ns
 o
f t
he

 M
as
sD

O
T 
Al
te
rn
at
iv
es
 

Th
e 
M
as
sa
ch
us
et
ts
 D
ep
ar
tm

en
t o

f T
ra
ns
po

rt
at
io
n 
(M

as
sD
O
T 
pr
op

os
es
 to

 re
co
ns
tr
uc
t t
he

 A
lls
to
n 
I‐9

0 
In
te
rc
ha

ng
e 
(th

e 
“P
ro
je
ct
”)
. T
hi
s P

ro
je
ct
 is
 a
 co

m
pl
ex
 tr
an

sp
or
ta
tio

n 
ef
fo
rt
 th

at
 w
ill
 re

bu
ild
 th

e 
ex
ist
in
g 
I‐9

0 
vi
ad

uc
t (
or
 re

pl
ac
e 
it 
w
ith

 a
n 
at
‐g
ra
de

 ro
ad

w
ay
); 
bu

ild
 n
ew

 ro
ad

w
ay
s t
o 
co
nn

ec
t t
he

 h
ig
hw

ay
 ra

m
ps
 to

 
ex
ist
in
g 
pu

bl
ic
 st
re
et
s;
 co

ns
tr
uc
t a

 n
ew

 co
m
m
ut
er
 ra

il 
an

d 
tr
an

sit
 st
at
io
n 
(“
W
es
t S

ta
tio

n”
; a
nd

 b
ui
ld
 a
 n
ew

 
ra
il 
ya
rd
 to

  se
rv
e 
M
BT

A 
co
m
m
ut
er
 ra

il 
tr
ai
ns
. C
on

st
ru
ct
io
n 
w
ill
 ta

ke
 p
la
ce
 la
rg
el
y 
on

 H
ar
va
rd
‐o
w
ne
d 

pr
op

er
ty
, b
ut
 w
ill
 a
lso

 a
ffe

ct
 ro

ad
w
ay
s a

nd
 fa

ci
lit
ie
s o

w
ne
d 
an

d 
op

er
at
ed

 b
y 
th
e 
Ci
ty
 o
f B

os
to
n 
an

d 
th
e 

De
pa

rt
m
en
t o

f C
on

se
rv
at
io
n 
an

d 
De

ve
lo
pm

en
t (
DC

R)
.  

Th
e 
te
ch
ni
ca
l c
om

pl
ex
iti
es
 o
f t
he

 P
ro
je
ct
 a
re
 fu

rt
he
r c
ha

lle
ng

ed
 b
y 
th
e 
co
nt
ex
t o

f i
ts
 lo
ca
tio

n.
 T
he

 
in
te
rc
ha

ng
e 
is 
a 
m
aj
or
 g
at
ew

ay
 fo

r r
eg
io
na

l t
ra
ffi
c m

ov
in
g 
to
 a
nd

 fr
om

 B
os
to
n 
an

d 
Ca

m
br
id
ge
. I
t i
s 

ad
ja
ce
nt
 to

 e
xi
st
in
g 
re
sid

en
tia

l n
ei
gh

bo
rh
oo

ds
, r
eg
io
na

l r
ec
re
at
io
n 
fa
ci
lit
ie
s a

lo
ng

 th
e 
Ch

ar
le
s R

iv
er
, a
nd

 
tw

o 
un

iv
er
sit
y 
ca
m
pu

se
s. 
Th
e 
sit
e 
al
so
 in
cl
ud

es
 ra

il 
an

d 
in
du

st
ria

l u
se
s. 
Th
e 
de
sig

n 
m
us
t b

al
an

ce
 th

e 
re
qu

ire
m
en
ts
 a
ss
oc
ia
te
d 
w
ith

 th
e 
tr
an

sit
io
n 
fr
om

 fe
de
ra
lly
‐re

gu
la
te
d 
hi
gh

w
ay
s t
o 
lo
ca
l s
tr
ee
ts
 th

at
 w
ill
 

se
rv
e 
bo

th
 e
xi
st
in
g 
an

d 
fu
tu
re
 d
ev
el
op

m
en
t i
n 
a 
ne
w
 d
ist
ric
t. 
At
 th

e 
sa
m
e 
tim

e,
 th

e 
de
sig

n 
m
us
t c
on

sid
er
 

th
e 
co
nc
er
ns
 a
nd

 a
sp
ira

tio
ns
 o
f t
he

 n
ei
gh

bo
rin

g 
di
st
ric
ts
 a
nd

 st
ak
eh
ol
de
rs
. 

An
 in
cr
em

en
ta
l s
eq

ue
nc
e 
of
 a
lte

rn
at
iv
e 
co
nc
ep

ts
 fo

r r
es
tr
uc
tu
rin

g 
th
e 
tr
an
sp
or
ta
tio

n 
in
fr
as
tr
uc
tu
re
 h
av
e 

be
en

 p
re
pa
re
d 
an
d 
ha
ve
 b
ee
n 
th
e 
su
bj
ec
t o

f p
re
se
nt
at
io
ns
 a
nd

 d
isc

us
sio

ns
 w
ith

 a
 co

m
m
un

ity
 T
as
k 
Fo
rc
e 

an
d 
th
e 
st
ak
eh

ol
de

rs
 in

 th
e 
fu
tu
re
 o
f t
he

 a
re
a.
 E
ar
ly
 a
lte

rn
at
iv
es
 in
cl
ud

ed
 su

bu
rb
‐ty

pe
 in
te
rc
ha
ng
es
 w
hi
ch
 

w
er
e 
no

t p
ur
su
ed

, b
as
ed

 o
n 
th
e 
in
pu

t f
ro
m
 th

e 
Ta
sk
 F
or
ce
 a
nd

 o
th
er
s. 
Th

e 
m
os
t r
ec
en

t c
on

ce
pt
  p
la
n 
th
at
 

ha
s e

m
er
ge
d 
is 
ca
lle
d 
“A
lte

rn
at
iv
e 
3K

‐4
”.
 A
fte

r r
ef
in
em

en
t, 
th
is 
co
nc
ep

t a
nd

 o
th
er
 a
lte

rn
at
iv
es
 w
ill
 b
e 

in
co
rp
or
at
ed

 in
to
 a
 D
ra
ft 
En

vi
ro
nm

en
ta
l I
m
pa
ct
 R
ep

or
t (
DE

IR
) t
ha
t w

ill
 p
ro
vi
de

 te
ch
ni
ca
l e
va
lu
at
io
ns
 a
nd

 
pr
ov
id
e 
th
e 
ba
sis

 fo
r f
or
m
al
 p
ub

lic
 co

m
m
en

t a
nd

 p
ub

lic
 a
ge
nc
y 
re
vi
ew

s. 

Th
e 
Pl
ac
em

ak
in
g 
St
ud

y 
is 
pr
im

ar
ily
 fo

cu
se
d 
on

 p
ro
vi
di
ng

 in
pu

t a
nd

 g
ui
da
nc
e 
on

 th
e 
re
fin

em
en

t o
f 

M
as
sD
O
T’
s i
nf
ra
st
ru
ct
ur
e 
co
nc
ep

ts
 so

 th
at
 th

e 
in
fr
as
tr
uc
tu
re
 th

at
 w
ill
 p
re
ce
de

 th
e 
de

ve
lo
pm

en
t o

f a
 

co
m
pl
et
e 
di
st
ric
t. 
Th

e 
go
al
 o
f t
hi
s s
tu
dy

 is
 to

 h
el
p 
gu
id
e 
th
e 
in
fr
as
tr
uc
tu
re
 so

 th
at
 it
 w
ill
 su

pp
or
t –

 ra
th
er
 

th
an

 h
in
de

r –
 th

e 
fu
tu
re
 p
la
nn

in
g,
 d
es
ig
n 
an
d 
de

ve
lo
pm

en
t  o

f a
 n
ew

 d
ist
ric
t o

f B
os
to
n 
th
at
 co

m
bi
ne

s n
ew

 
bu

ild
in
gs
, o
pe

n 
sp
ac
e 
an
d 
Co

m
pl
et
e 
St
re
et
s.
 

Al
te
rn
at
iv
e 
3K

‐4
 in
co
rp
or
at
es
 m

an
y 
im

po
rt
an
t c
on

tr
ib
ut
io
ns
 to

 p
la
ce
m
ak
in
g 
th
at
 th

is 
st
ud

y 
ac
kn
ow

le
dg
es
 

an
d 
re
co
m
m
en

ds
 th

at
 m

an
y 
of
 th

e 
un

de
rly

in
g 
co
nc
ep

ts
 b
e 
re
ta
in
ed

 w
ith

in
 a
ny

 re
vi
sio

ns
 th

at
 m

ay
 b
e 

ad
va
nc
ed

. T
he

se
 in
cl
ud

e:
  

x�
Co

m
pa
ct
 a
nd

 e
ffe

ct
iv
e 
or
ga
ni
za
tio

n 
of
 th

e 
I‐9

0 
of
f‐r
am

ps
 –
 T
ra
ffi
c e

xi
tin

g 
th
e 
hi
gh
w
ay
 m

us
t b

e 
in
co
rp
or
at
ed

 in
to
 th

e 
ur
ba
n 
st
re
et
 n
et
w
or
k 
w
ith

ou
t i
nc
ur
rin

g 
de

la
ys
 a
nd

 co
ng
es
tio

n 
th
at
 w
ou

ld
 b
ac
k 
on

to
 

I‐9
0,
 cl
og
gi
ng

 a
 tr
an
sp
or
ta
tio

n 
lif
el
in
e 
fo
r t
he

 C
ity

 a
nd

 re
gi
on

. T
hi
s h

as
 b
ee
n 
ac
co
m
pl
ish

ed
 w
ith

 a
 sl
ip
 ra

m
p 

th
at
 tr
an
sit
io
ns
 to

 a
 fr
on

ta
ge
 ro

ad
 cl
os
e 
to
 th

e 
hi
gh
w
ay
 th

at
 fe

ed
 m

ul
tip

le
 st
re
et
s t
ha
t d

ist
rib

ut
in
g 
an
d  

di
sp
er
sin

g 
ar
riv

in
g 
tr
af
fic
. 

x�
Co

m
pa
ct
 d
es
ig
n 
an
d 
in
te
gr
at
io
n 
of
 th

e 
I‐9

0 
on

‐ra
m
ps
 –
 T
he

 o
n‐
ra
m
ps
 u
se
 th

e 
sa
m
e 
co
nc
ep

t o
f s
lip

 ra
m
ps
, 

us
in
g 
th
e 
sa
m
e 
fr
on

ta
ge
 ro

ad
 a
s t
he

 o
ff‐
ra
m
ps
 a
nd

 co
nn

ec
tin

g 
th
em

 to
 m

ul
tip

le
 lo
ca
l s
tr
ee
ts
 to

 d
ist
rib

ut
e 

tr
af
fic
 se

ek
in
g 
hi
gh
w
ay
 a
cc
es
s. 

x�
En
ha
nc
ed

 in
te
rs
ta
te
 re

lia
bi
lit
y 
– 
Th

e 
us
e 
of
 a
ll 
el
ec
tr
on

ic
 to

lli
ng

 (A
ET
), 
th
e 
im

pr
ov
ed

 ra
m
p 
al
ig
nm

en
ts
 a
nd

 
th
e 
sim

pl
ifi
ed

 h
ig
hw

ay
 a
lig
nm

en
t w

ill
 re

lie
ve
 co

ng
es
tio

n 
an
d 
pr
ov
id
e 
fo
r b

et
te
r t
ra
ffi
c o

pe
ra
tio

ns
 th

at
 a
re
 

cr
iti
ca
l t
o 
th
e 
re
gi
on

’s 
ec
on

om
ic
 p
ro
sp
er
ity

. 

x�
Co

or
di
na
tin

g 
in
fr
as
tr
uc
tu
re
 d
es
ig
n 
w
ith

 fu
tu
re
 a
ir‐
rig

ht
s d

ev
el
op

m
en

t‐ 
M
as
sD
O
T 
an
d 
its
 co

ns
ul
ta
nt
s h

av
e 

an
tic
ip
at
ed

 th
e 
lik
el
y 
lo
ca
tio

ns
 a
nd

 sp
ac
in
g 
th
at
 w
ill
 b
e 
ne

ed
ed

 to
 p
ro
vi
de

 fo
un

da
tio

ns
 fo

r f
ut
ur
e 
ai
r r
ig
ht
s 

de
ve
lo
pm

en
t a

s a
n 
in
te
gr
al
 a
sp
ec
t o

f t
he

 d
es
ig
n.
 

x�
Pr
ov
isi
on

s f
or
 a
 n
ew

 T
ra
ns
it 
St
at
io
n 
– 
Th

e 
co
nc
ep

t p
ro
vi
de

s f
or
 a
 n
ew

 tr
an
sit
 st
at
io
n 
(W

es
t S

ta
tio

n)
 th

at
 ca

n 
se
rv
e 
cu
rr
en

t c
om

m
ut
er
 tr
ai
n 
tr
af
fic
 a
nd

 b
e 
ad
ap
te
d 
to
 fu

tu
re
 tr
an
sit
 te

ch
no

lo
gi
es
 p
ro
vi
de

s m
ul
ti‐
m
od

al
 li
nk
s 

fo
r b

us
es
, b
ik
es
 a
nd

 p
ed

es
tr
ia
ns
. T
he

 st
re
et
s s
er
vi
ng

 th
is 
st
at
io
n 
sp
an

 th
e 
hi
gh
w
ay
 a
nd

 ra
il 
fa
ci
lit
ie
s a

nd
 w
ill
 

be
co
m
e 
lin
ks
 to

 th
e 
fu
tu
re
 a
ir 
rig

ht
s d

ev
el
op

m
en

t a
ro
un

d 
th
is 
Tr
an
sp
or
ta
tio

n 
Hu

b.
 

x�
Ra

il 
tr
an
sit
 a
da
pt
ab
ili
ty
 –
 T
he

 tr
an
sit
 st
at
io
n 
ca
n 
se
rv
e 
sig

ni
fic
an
t i
nc
re
as
es
 in

 co
m
m
ut
er
 ra

il 
or
 tr
an
sit
 se

rv
ic
e 

th
at
 m

ay
 o
cc
ur
 o
ve
r t
he

 lo
ng

 te
rm

. 
x�

Pr
es
er
va
tio

n 
of
 th

e 
Gr
an
d 
Ju
nc
tio

n 
Ra

ilw
ay
 co

nn
ec
tio

n‐
 T
he

 p
re
se
rv
at
io
n 
of
 th

is 
co
nn

ec
tio

n 
en

su
re
s t
he

 a
bi
lit
y 

to
 a
da
pt
iv
el
y 
us
e 
th
is 
ra
il 
co
rr
id
or
 in

 th
e 
fu
tu
re
. 

x�
Pr
ov
isi
on

 fo
r m

ul
ti‐
m
od

al
 st
re
et
s –

 T
he

 3
K‐
4 
Al
te
rn
at
iv
e 
pr
ov
id
es
 fo

r t
he

 ci
rc
ul
at
io
n 
of
 p
ed

es
tr
ia
ns
 w
ith

 
sid

ew
al
ks
, b
ic
yc
lis
ts
 w
ith

 la
ne

s a
nd

 cy
cl
e 
tr
ac
ks
, a
nd

 m
ot
or
ist
s a

lo
ng

 a
ll 
of
 th

e 
pr
op

os
ed

 u
rb
an

 st
re
et
s t
ha
t w

ill
 

be
 cr
ea
te
d 
or
 im

pr
ov
ed

. F
or
 e
xa
m
pl
e,
 th

e 
cu
rr
en

t d
es
ig
n 
in
co
rp
or
at
es
 M

as
sD
O
T’
s S

ep
ar
at
ed

 B
ic
yc
le
 La

nd
 

Pl
an

ni
ng

 a
nd

 D
es
ig
n 
Gu

id
e 
St
an
da
rd
s o

n 
al
l s
tr
ee
ts
. 

x�
Re

co
ns
tr
uc
tio

n 
of
 th

e 
Fr
an
kl
in
 S
tr
ee
t P

ed
es
tr
ia
n 
Br
id
ge
 –
 T
hi
s i
m
po

rt
an
t  p

ed
es
tr
ia
n 
lin
k 
ov
er
 I‐
90

 w
ill
 b
e 

re
st
or
ed

 a
s p

ar
t o

f 3
K‐
4.
 

x�
Pr
ov
isi
on

 o
f a
dd

iti
on

al
 p
ar
kl
an
d 
al
on

g 
th
e 
Du

dl
ey
 W

hi
te
 P
at
h 
– 
Al
te
rn
at
iv
e 
3K

‐4
 a
nt
ic
ip
at
es
 w
id
en

in
g 
th
e 
op

en
 

sp
ac
e 
al
on

g 
th
e 
Du

dl
ey
 W

hi
te
 B
ic
yc
le
 P
at
h 
th
at
 li
ne

s t
he

 C
ha
rle

s R
iv
er
. 

   



 

Al
lst
on

 I‐
90

 In
te
rc
ha

ng
e 
Pl
ac
em

ak
in
g 
St
ud

y 
  L
ist
 o
f S
ta
nd

ar
ds
 fo

r P
la
ce
m
ak
in
g 
   
 D
ra
ft 
fo
r R

ev
ie
w
 a
nd

 C
om

m
en
t  
  

 
 

 
 

 
Pr
ep

ar
ed

 b
y 
Th
e 
Ce

ci
l G

ro
up

/H
ar
rim

an
   
   
   
  J
un

e 
27

, 2
01

6 
 

3

 

Pl
ac
em

ak
in
g 
St
ud

y 
Ar
ea

 a
nd

 C
on

te
xt
 

 
 



Al
lst
on

 I‐
90

 In
te
rc
ha

ng
e 
Pl
ac
em

ak
in
g 
St
ud

y 
  L
ist
 o
f S
ta
nd

ar
ds
 fo

r P
la
ce
m
ak
in
g 
   
  

Dr
af
t f
or
 R
ev
ie
w
 a
nd

 C
om

m
en
t  
  

 
 

 
Pr
ep

ar
ed

 b
y 
Th
e 
Ce

ci
l G

ro
up

/H
ar
rim

an
   
   
   
  U

pd
at
ed

 Ju
ne

 2
7,
 2
01

6 
 

4

M
as
sD

O
T 
Al
te
rn
at
iv
e 
3K

‐4

 



 

Allston I-90 Interchange Placem
aking Study   List of Standards for Placem

aking     Draft for Review
 and Com

m
ent 

 
 

 
Prepared by The Cecil Group/Harrim

an         U
pdated June 27, 2016 

 
5 

 

 

Standard 

* These standards can be m
et by the current  

3K-4 Alternative or any reasonable variation. 
 ** These standards require m

odifications or 
refinem

ents in the 3K-4 alternative. The design 
alterations w

ould becom
e part of the entire project and 

w
ould be integrated into the initial construction, w

ith 
several noted exceptions w

here subsequent phasing 
m

ay be appropriate. 

Com
ponent Concepts 

Public/Realm Open Space 

Mobility/ Connectivity 

Development Potential/ Flexibility 

Distinctive Place/Context Sensitive 

Energy Efficiency /Sustainability 

Charles River Edges and Connections
 

1. 
Add I-90 and Soldiers Field Road connections 
– Provide additional access betw

een Soldiers 
Field Road and new

 streets leading to the I-
90 ram

ps, in order to reduce vehicular traffic 
on Cam

bridge Street and w
ithin the new

 
district, and support new

 developm
ent. ** 

x 
Lim

it the am
ount of regional traffic using Cam

bridge Street so that it can be designed and used m
ore effectively as a locally serving street. 

x 
Re-organize and relocate the connecting ram

ps to help create a less congested intersection at River Street and Cam
bridge Street and allow

ing a m
ore 

generous area for the Dudley W
hite Path. 

x 
M

ore connections into the district should be part of an integrated approach to providing better connectivity overall, including creating pedestrian and bicycle 
links and open space to/from

 and along the River. 
x 

These connections w
ill prom

ote redevelopm
ent of the form

er interchange area and the parcels along the riverfront. 
x 

Additional roadw
ay connections should not be provided in the form

 of a flyover road, but should explore at-grade or boat-section grade separated solutions. 
x 

Provide a design that is resilient relative to projected flood conditions. 
x 

The configuration of these connections m
ust consider the rail access to Houghton Chem

ical and vehicle access to the M
BTA rail m

aintenance facilities. 

 
 

 
 

 

2.    Realign portions of Soldiers Field Road along 
the River – Soldiers Field Road can be pulled 
further aw

ay from
 the Charles River, 

creating m
ore useable open space, public 

access and pedestrian/bicycle connectivity. 
** 

x 
The realignm

ent w
ill require designing that section of roadw

ay for low
er design or operational speeds. 

x 
Realignm

ent of Soldiers Field Road should be part of an integrated approach to provide better connectivity to the district, reconfiguring ram
ps to and from

 
Cam

bridge Street, and creating m
ore pedestrian and bicycle links betw

een the district and the river in the 3K-4 design. 

 
 

 
 

 

3.  Create Park Space on the Charles - Provide 
the space for a new

 park along the Charles 
River w

ith revisions to the Soldiers Field 
Road alignm

ents. ** 

x 
Provide space for a park that w

ill be a node along the esplanade and becom
e an easily-accessed open space resource for the district and nearby 

neighborhoods. 
x 

Provide an open space resource for inform
al recreation, gatherings, events, celebrations and enjoym

ent of the view
s of the city, activities on the Charles, and 

the riverside landscape. 
x 

Provide space for a park that can becom
e a destination w

ith features like other com
parable segm

ents of the Charles River Reservation, such as the park 
segm

ents on the Esplanade at N
ashua Street, near the Com

m
unity Boathouse and along Soldiers Field Road south of the Eliot Bridgethat range from

 about 
100 to 200 feet in depth from

 the River’s edge. 
x 

Do not create vehicle overpasses that shade the park. 
x 

U
se new

 parkland along the river and w
ithin the district to im

prove neighborhood flooding conditions and tidal flood conditions. 

 
 

 
 

 

4. 
Provide a prim

ary, at-grade pedestrian and 
bicycle connection to the Charles River edge 
– As part of the roadw

ay interchange and 
intersection design along Soldiers Field 
Road, provide a  connection to the open 
space along the River for pedestrians and 
bicyclists. ** 

x 
A clear and strong connection betw

een the riverfront and the new
 district should be anticipated to allow

 for an easy route for pedestrians and cyclists that 
becom

e linked into the new
 netw

ork of sidew
alks and shared path. 

x 
Provide at least one at-grade connection betw

een the new
 street netw

ork w
ithin the district and enhanced open space along the Charles River. 
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Standard 

* These standards can be m
et by the current  

3K-4 Alternative or any reasonable variation. 
 ** These standards require m

odifications or 
refinem

ents in the 3K-4 alternative. The design 
alterations w

ould becom
e part of the entire project and 

w
ould be integrated into the initial construction, w

ith 
several noted exceptions w

here subsequent phasing 
m

ay be appropriate. 

Com
ponent Concepts 

Public/Realm Open Space 

Mobility/ Connectivity 

Development Potential/ Flexibility 

Distinctive Place/Context Sensitive 

Energy Efficiency /Sustainability 

5. 
Consolidate supporting infrastructure to 
reduce barriers for new

 streets, open space 
and developm

ent – As part of the 
transportation and infrastructure 
com

ponents of the district, provide 
connections to Houghton Chem

ical and the 
M

BTA rail m
aintenance facilities that 

m
inim

ize the im
pact on the district 

connectivity, developm
ent potential and 

open space.* 

x 
M

inim
ize im

pact of secondary infrastructure elem
ents, such as vehicular and service access to rail yard or the Houghton rail spur. 

x 
Provide a system

atic approach to facilitate future piling and colum
n supports for air right developm

ent over the service road and rail spur.  
x 

M
inim

ize im
pact of service areas to buildings and blocks through location and orientation aw

ay from
 active public realm

 frontages. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

6. 
Im

prove non-m
otorized paths along the 

Charles River Basin- Provide w
ider and safer 

paths for w
alking, bicycling and running.  * 

x 
Expand and enhance the riverfront edge to accom

m
odate active w

alking, running and bicycling on the river. 
x 

The Paul Dudley W
hite path is an im

portant piece of regional infrastructure for non-m
otorized transportation and recreation, and the project should 

strengthen the path itself as w
ell as connections to it. 

x 
Realigning Soldiers Field Road and its ram

ps w
ill allow

 the w
idening of the Dudley W

hite Path that is currently constrained as it approaches River Street. 
 

 
 

 
               

 

7. 
M

axim
ize the quality of constrained open 

space in ‘throat’ area - Prom
ote access, 

open space and m
itigation of highw

ay and 
rail im

pacts along the Charles River along 
the transition from

 Soldiers Field Road to 
Storrow

 Drive.* 

x 
If viaducts are constructed, screening should be created along the river-facing edges to m

itigate noise and im
prove the view

s tow
ards the highw

ay and rail 
infrastructure from

 the Charles River pedestrian and bicycle paths. 
x 

 Expand the w
idth of the green and publicly accessible space along the edge of the Charles River to im

prove the visual quality and experience of its users. 
x 

Enhanced pedestrian paths and bicycle links should be created in this segm
ent. 

 
 

 
 

 

Areas Along and Above the Highw
ay and Rail Alignm

ent 
8. 

Retain the fundam
ental urban interchange 

approach developed in Alternative 3K4 – The 
basic approach to the highw

ay ram
p and 

street connection pattern is com
patible w

ith 
a successful urban district.* 

x 
This alternative provides a com

pact solution w
ith m

ultiple connection points to and from
 I-90 that allow

 both excellent transitions to the district street grid 
and integrate connections for vehicles to and from

 W
est Station. 

x 
O

verall, this alternative provides excellent solutions for grade changes that are required to provide connections over the highw
ay and rail alignm

ent. 
x 

The specific alignm
ent of som

e ram
ps m

ay need to be adjusted to accom
m

odate evolving aspects of the connecting street netw
ork. The design should evolve 

to prom
ote connectivity, effective traffic operations and queuing, parcelization for developm

ent, and placem
aking. 
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Standard 

* These standards can be m
et by the current  

3K-4 Alternative or any reasonable variation. 
 ** These standards require m

odifications or 
refinem

ents in the 3K-4 alternative. The design 
alterations w

ould becom
e part of the entire project and 

w
ould be integrated into the initial construction, w

ith 
several noted exceptions w

here subsequent phasing 
m

ay be appropriate. 

Com
ponent Concepts 

Public/Realm Open Space 

Mobility/ Connectivity 

Development Potential/ Flexibility 

Distinctive Place/Context Sensitive 

Energy Efficiency /Sustainability 

9. 
Provide for an additional east/w

est street 
connection betw

een Cam
bridge Street and 

the W
est Station Area – Provide for a direct 

street connection w
ith bicycle and 

pedestrian accom
m

odations at or near the 
Cam

bridge Street Bridge over I-90 and the 
W

est Station area, using air rights. ** 

x 
This street can provide a m

ore direct connection betw
een the W

est Station area and areas to the south of the I-90 alignm
ent, reducing the use of Cam

bridge 
Street along the edge of the N

orth Allston neighborhood by regional traffic. 
x 

This street should serve pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit. 
x 

This street can becom
e an im

portant connection and frontage road for future air rights developm
ent above the rail and highw

ay alignm
ents. 

x 
The new

 connection should incorporate sound barriers betw
een the neighborhood and the rail/highw

ay infrastructure so that it also form
s a buffer. 

x 
Provision of this link should be evaluated further to determ

ine w
hether it should be included in the initial construction of the Project. 

 
 

 
                

 

10. Connect W
est Station to the River – Do not 

preclude the ability of  air rights 
developm

ent to accom
m

odate  pedestrian 
and bicycle connections from

 W
est Station 

to the expanded Charles River open space. * 

x 
Coordinated air rights developm

ent can provide opportunities for a convenient route for pedestrians and bicyclists to connect the riverfront and W
est Station. 

x 
 

 
 

 
 

 

11. Reinforce air rights potential – Enhance the 
likelihood of future air rights developm

ent 
by providing for future vehicle and 
pedestrian access and anticipating future 
parcel locations.* 

x 
Plan the streets and frontages around W

est Station to becom
e sites for future developm

ent so that it becom
es an activated transit-oriented node w

ith 
buildings and public spaces. This refined alternative for the W

est Station area should provide adequate street w
idths to absorb the traffic generated by future 

air rights developm
ent, in addition to the traffic, shuttle and bus stops that w

ill be associated w
ith the W

est Station’s transit functions. 
x 

Design the rail and road alignm
ents to facilitate future construction including piling spacing and clearances that can provide adequate structural depth for air 

rights buildings and open spaces. 
x 

Anticipate the future use of the connecting street betw
een W

est Station and the Cam
bridge Street bridge area as the frontage road leading to and from

 
future air rights developm

ent over the rail and highw
ay alignm

ents 

 
 

 
 

 

12. Provide visual and sound barriers to lim
it 

im
pacts on adjacent, developed parcels – 

Create a buffer along the rail and highw
ay 

alignm
ent betw

een W
est Station and the 

Cam
bridge Street bridge. * 

x 
Protect existing developm

ent patterns from
 rail and roadw

ay im
pacts (noise, air quality, and visual im

pacts. 
x 

Provide an integrated design in concert w
ith the connecting street betw

een W
est Station and the Cam

bridge Street bridge area. 
x 

Design this w
ith “green” elem

ents to introduce landscaping as part of the transition and neighborhood edge. 

 
 

 
 

 

13. Ensure that W
est Station design includes 

usable public open space – Integrate an 
open space am

enity (such as landscaping, 
plaza space, seating areas, and special 
lighting) into the design of W

est Station to 
both anchor the transit hub and provide first 
phase open space im

provem
ents. * 

x 
Provide open space that is linked to transit w

aiting areas and defines a w
elcom

ing station/district gatew
ay. 

x 
The space should be connected to the w

idened bridges that w
ill provide access to W

est Station above the rail and highw
ay alignm

ent as described in Standard 
#16. 
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Standard 

* These standards can be m
et by the current  

3K-4 Alternative or any reasonable variation. 
 ** These standards require m

odifications or 
refinem

ents in the 3K-4 alternative. The design 
alterations w

ould becom
e part of the entire project and 

w
ould be integrated into the initial construction, w

ith 
several noted exceptions w

here subsequent phasing 
m

ay be appropriate. 

Com
ponent Concepts 

Public/Realm Open Space 

Mobility/ Connectivity 

Development Potential/ Flexibility 

Distinctive Place/Context Sensitive 

Energy Efficiency /Sustainability 

14. Do not preclude the potential for a future 
street connection to the south of W

est 
Station – Retain the potential to extend 
street connections south of W

est Station 
and ultim

ately connect to Com
m

onw
ealth 

Avenue. * 

x 
The street netw

ork m
ust be able to adapt to evolving transportation connections for pedestrians, bicyclists and vehicles over tim

e. 
x 

How
ever, extension of autom

obile traffic connections m
ust be evaluated and determ

ined to be appropriate before im
provem

ents are initiated. 
x 

 Expanded north-south vehicular connections (other than transit) m
ust be consistent w

ith Boston U
niversity’s intent to create a pedestrian-oriented urban 

cam
pus. 

 
 

 
 

 

15. Provide a north/south link for shuttles and 
buses – Provide a north/south transit link for 
buses and shuttles betw

een the N
orth 

Allston/Harvard Area,  W
est Station, and 

areas to the east and south, including 
Kendall Square and the Longw

ood M
edical 

Area.** 

x 
The project should enable bus and shuttle links betw

een the new
 street netw

ork, W
est Station and areas to the north and south. This is a critical link betw

een 
m

ajor em
ploym

ent centers and transportation infrastructure. 
x 

The type and location of these connections w
ill help determ

ine the design characteristics of the W
est Station area and the spaces and buildings that w

ill be 
clustered here. 

x 
Routing options could include direct connections to Com

m
onw

ealthBrighton Avenues, routing to W
est Station aldong Soldiers Field Road and other options. 

 
 

 
 

 

16. Provide added w
idth to the connecting 

bridges to W
est Station – Provided added 

dim
ension (such as landscaped aprons) to 

the bridges that span above the highw
ay 

and rail alignm
ent to provide visual and 

landscape am
enities to support a pleasant 

pedestrian and bicycle environm
ent.* 

x 
Increase the dim

ension of bridges (for exam
ple, by adding bridge aprons) to provide visual relief, landscaping and am

enities to m
ake the long crossing over 

the rail and highw
ay an attractive route until air rights developm

ent fills in this area. 
x 

M
axim

ize dim
ensions for w

alking and bicycling m
odes.   

 
 

 
 

 

17. Allow
 a system

atic m
ethod for locating and 

constructing air rights developm
ent – The 

basic layout of future colum
ns and utilities 

should be planned. * 

x 
A grid of potential future colum

ns should be planned as part of the spacing of rails and other infrastructure. 
x 

U
tility corridors and vertical connections betw

een air rights and at-grade im
provem

ents should be anticipated. 
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Cam
bridge Street and Connections to the N

orth
 

18. Provide a third north/south arterial street - 
Provide three north-south streets across 
Beacon Yards aligned w

ith three north-south 
streets now

 being planned for the Harvard 
Institutional M

aster Plan (IM
P) area.** 

x 
Analyze and plan for future alignm

ent and operations of these streets to m
eet m

ultiple goals. 
x 

Reduce need for traffic to use Cam
bridge Street, thereby enabling a narrow

er street and sm
aller intersections. 

x 
Create a m

ore dispersed traffic pattern that reduces concentration and congestion by providing m
ore choices and m

ore intersections. 
x 

Provide enhanced capacity for dedicated or prioritized transit lanes. 
x 

Create w
ell-proportioned and sm

aller blocks that w
ill prom

ote w
ell-scaled developm

ent patterns and additional frontage opportunities. 
x 

Provide at least one through connection to N
orth Harvard Street 

x 
M

inim
ize turning m

ovem
ents (especially LT’s) on Cam

bridge Street 
x 

Allow
 for robust developm

ent fronting Cam
bridge Street 

x 
Provide at least one corridor for transit priority 

x 
Respond to a parcelization plan for both Beacon Yards and IM

P 
x 

M
inim

ize im
pacts to surrounding residential neighborhood 

x 
Im

plem
ent the street extension segm

ents as later phases if studies conclude that they are prim
arily serve future developm

ent rather than serving local and 
regional traffic circulation needs. 

 
 

 
 

 

19. Design and build Cam
bridge Street and its 

intersections w
ith the m

inim
um

 necessary 
general purpose travel lanes, at the 
m

inim
um

 necessary lane w
idths – Lim

it 
w

idth of curb-to-curb distances across the 
right-of-w

ay.* 

x 
Boston Com

plete Streets Guidelines should be used in setting lane w
idths that are appropriate to the expected land use and create safe streets for all m

odes 
x 

U
se a design speed no greater than 30 m

ph for Cam
bridge Street and do not include design elem

ents intended for higher speeds 
x 

W
hile general travel lanes should be m

inim
ized in num

ber and w
idth, the space allocated for safe, com

fortable m
ovem

ent via w
alking, bicycling, and/or 

transit should not be designed or built to m
inim

um
s. 

x 
Plan the street w

idths and intersections in tandem
 w

ith other m
odifications included in these Standards. 

 
 

 
 

 

20. Consider a direct N
orth Harvard Street 

intersection alignm
ent – A m

ore direct 
intersection betw

een Cam
bridge Street 

South and N
orth Harvard Street at 

Cam
bridge Street w

ould lim
it neighborhood 

im
pacts and reduce unnecessary turning 

m
ovem

ents, congestion, and street and 
intersection w

idths along Cam
bridge 

Street.** 

x 
The current intersection concepts m

ay result in congestion leading back into the neighborhood that sim
plified intersections m

ight relieve. 
x 

O
ther standards in this report m

ay help lim
it traffic from

 using the North Harvard Street connection by adding m
ore and better access to the highw

ay ram
p 

areas, w
hich m

ay to reduce the dem
and along North Harvard Street. 

x 
The traffic im

plications of the flow
s and intersection alignm

ent at N
orth Harvard should be evaluated as part of the ongoing m

odeling and studies in order to 
determ

ine if a direct connection w
ould result in significantly increased traffic im

pacts on N
orth Harvard Street. 

 
 

 
 

 

21. Strengthen Cam
bridge Street for early 

redevelopm
ent along its southern edges – 

Provide the opportunity for an im
proved 

Cam
bridge Street as an early phase 

redevelopm
ent target. ** 

x 
O

rganize intersections and block configurations along Cam
bridge Street to support efficient building footprints.  

x 
This can be accom

plished, in part, by re-aligning the intersection of South Cam
bridge Street w

here it m
eets Cam

bridge Street and introducing rectilinear 
blocks associated w

ith three arterial streets linking Harvard’s IM
P planning area and the new

 district. 
x 

Provide for future block access so that pick-up, drop-off, parking and loading can occur off of Cam
bridge Street.  

x 
Stage phasing and infrastructure construction so that the Cam

bridge Street frontage has the possibility of early phase redevelopm
ent. 

x 
To the greatest extent  possible, organize the block configuration and intersection layout to facilitate the ability to align the ground floors of buildings on the 
south side of Cam

bridge Street for active retail and service uses that have a m
inim

um
 building depth of 70 feet perpendicular to the property line 

 
 

 
 

 

22. M
inim

ize im
pact of highw

ay access on active 
street frontage and pedestrian connectivity 
– Locate the transition from

 highw
ay ram

ps 
to City streets (the “lim

ited access line”) as 
close to I-90 as possible.* 

x 
The lim

ited access line should extend no further than the signalized intersections at the first cross street (currently show
n as Cam

bridge Street South) to 
accom

plish the transition betw
een highw

ay and City streets. 
x 

This transition should not negatively im
pact pedestrian and bicycle connections to W

est Station. 
x 

This transition should not negatively im
pact access to air rights parcels or im

pede potential for air rights developm
ent. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

23. Avoid creating m
edians w

ere possible – A 
sim

pler, narrow
er street is preferable to a 

landscaped boulevard w
ith a central divider. 

* 

x 
The urban design vision for Cam

bridge Street is a street that is easy to cross, lined by buildings and ground level uses that is easy to cross; m
edians are not 

desirable. 
x 

If m
edians are em

ployed in select locations, they should be configured to provide pedestrian refuges at m
id-points along crossw

alks. 
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24. Keep the pedestrian crossings short along 
Cam

bridge Street – Crossing should be safe 
and convenient.* 

  

x 
Provide for protected intersections that lim

it conflicts betw
een vehicles, pedestrians and bicyclists. 

x 
Lim

it lane w
idths and vehicle turning radii w

here practical. 
 

 
 

 
 

25. Protect bicyclists as they approach and cross 
intersection – Separated bike facilities 
should extend to intersections.* 

x 
W

here separated bike lanes cross Cam
bridge St, the intersections should be designed to m

inim
ize conflicts and reduce the speed of turning vehicles. 

x 
“Protected intersections” should be built in accordance w

ith the M
assDO

T Separated Bike Lane Planning and Design Guide. 
x 

Include bike-specific signals w
here w

arranted. 
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Areas w
ithin the N

ew
 District

 

26. Create a street hierarchy – The streets 
should be designed to em

phasize the m
ost 

appropriate m
odes for their purpose and 

alignm
ent, rather than m

eeting uniform
 

standards and characteristics.* 

x 
All m

odes m
ust be accom

m
odated on all streets.   

x 
By em

phasizing different needs, there can be variations in the size and proportions of the space devoted to vehicles, transit, bikes and pedestrians. 
x 

This should enable the provision of narrow
er streets and intersections in som

e locations than w
ould otherw

ise occur. 
x 

O
ne north/south street and one east/w

est street should function as priority transit corridors   

 
 

 
 

 

27. U
se a m

axim
um

 design speed of 30 m
ph for 

parkw
ays and neighborhood collectors - Plan 

for a netw
ork that operates w

ell, but at low
 

speeds.* 

x 
As an urban street netw

ork, m
ost streets should be designed or operate at speeds associated w

ith sim
ilar districts and consistent w

ith City of Boston 
Com

plete Streets Design Guidelines. 
x 

M
inim

ize the speed of turning m
ovem

ents in accordance w
ith this operating speed 

x 
Low

er design speeds w
ill allow

 elim
ination of clear zones (extra space near the curb), narrow

er lanes (for exam
ple, typical lanes m

ay be 10’ w
ide), tighter 

turning radiuses that are m
ore favorable for pedestrian crossings, and other sim

ilar benefits. 
x 

All streets designed to 30 m
ph should provide space for w

alking and bicycling that is physically separated from
 m

otorized travel 

 
 

 
 

 

28. Assum
e a netw

ork of Internal secondary 
streets – Provide additional internal 
circulation streets to the extent they reduce 
dem

and on key intersections or street 
segm

ents. Include these streets in traffic 
m

odeling to extent that they reduce the 
need for lanes on other roads.* 

x 
In the Draft EIR alternatives, evaluate the potential to provide several internal connector streets in the new

 district as part of the m
odeling and analysis of 

alternatives to test w
hether there m

ay be clear benefits in reducing the necessary size of other streets and intersections than w
ould otherw

ise be required by 
a sim

plified netw
ork. 

x 
If additional secondary streets w

ould be effective in lim
iting the size of streets and intersections, then they should be im

plem
ented prior to developm

ent 
occurring. 

x 
If secondary streets do not benefit the netw

ork, then they can be deferred until developm
ent occurs. 

x 
Secondary streets should be designed to a m

axim
um

 operating speed of 25 m
iles per hour, per Boston’s Com

plete Streets Design Guidelines.   

 
 

 
 

 

29. Phase street and intersection im
provem

ents 
– Do not provide w

ider streets or 
intersections unless or until they are 
necessary.* 

x 
The am

ount of traffic and its distribution cannot be fully predicted in advance; it is best not to build it for a “w
orst case” scenario that m

ight not occur. 
x 

By m
onitoring traffic and the developm

ent that occurs, there m
ay be opportunities to keep streets narrow

er and intersections sm
aller. 

 
 

 
 

 

30. U
se m

ultiple m
ethods for efficient traffic 

distribution – Provide for lim
itations in 

allow
able traffic m

ovem
ents if it results in 

narrow
er streets and sm

aller intersections.* 

x 
Test and apply a range of m

ethods such as one-w
ay streets, prohibited through access, lim

its on turns at peak hours, or right-in/right-out restrictions if the 
result is narrow

er streets and intersections. 
x 

How
ever, do not em

ploy m
ethods that w

ould significantly im
pact the ability to shape both developm

ent and open spaces that w
ill be part of the district. 

 
 

 
 

 

31. Lim
it slopes of new

 streets and associated 
sidew

alks and bike facilities – Lim
it the 

m
axim

um
 slopes for the new

 roadw
ay 

netw
ork to less than 5%

.* 

x 
Create an accessible and pedestrian-friendly environm

ent. 
x 

Prom
ote bicycling. 

x 
Create a w

alkable district that accom
m

odates convenient access to new
 uses and open space. 

 
 

 
 

 

32. O
rganize streets to create blocks that can be 

flexibly and efficiently developed – Provide a 
street grid that defines blocks that are 
scaled consistently and provide continuity of 
block w

idth and length. ** 

x 
Design street alignm

ents so that blocks have the proportions and overall size to support a w
ide range of building types and allow

 m
ultiple building footprints 

on each block. Typical m
inim

ium
 block dim

ensions should be no less than 120 feet by 400 feet. 
x 

Provide rectilinear block boundaries and lim
it the am

ount of significant curvature or acutely angled corners to the extent practical. Interior angles of blocks 
should not be less than 60 degrees typically.  

x 
Realigning South Cam

bridge Street to create larger redevelopm
ent parcels near its intersection w

ith Cam
bridge Street can provide im

portant flexibility for 
m

ulti-use developm
ent. 

x 
The introduction of the three connector arterials betw

een the W
est Station area and future developm

ent areas to the north w
ill result in an im

proved 
developm

ent pattern in term
s of block size and configuration relative to the tw

o arterials anticipated in the 3K-4 Alternative. 
x 

Achieving this goal w
ill be facilitated by the other street and roadw

ay alignm
ent Standards in this docum

ent. 

 
 

 
 

 

33. Enable active block frontages – O
ptim

ize the 
ability to provide active ground floor uses 
and block frontages.* 

x 
Developm

ent should have the ability to provide active ground floor users such as retail and service uses that w
ill serve both the district and local needs.  

x 
M

inim
ize the length of street segm

ents that are considered lim
ited access areas due to highw

ay access regulations for vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle use. 
x 

Provide viable block frontages as im
m

ediately as possible adjacent to lim
itations on active frontage created by bridges, ram

ps and other infrastructure. 
x 

The inability to provide active frontage should not extend continuously for m
ore than 100 feet w

ithout providing the ability for an active block frontage.  
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34. Provide streetscape and landscaping at the 
perim

eter of any vacant future developm
ent 

parcels– Vacant areas should not detract 
from

 the visual character of the area.* 

x 
Design the interim

 conditions so that they contribute to storm
w

ater m
anagem

ent, and are coordinated w
ith storm

w
ater catchm

ent areas 
x 

Design interim
 landscaping to buffer or conceal highw

ay and rail infrastructure from
 view

s until redevelopm
ent occurs. 

x 
Provide street trees along all new

 streets to shade pedestrians and create attractive, distinct corridors. 

 
 

 
 

 

35. Provide perm
anent streetscape and 

landscape am
enities w

here future 
redevelopm

ent is not anticipated – 
Perm

anent im
provem

ents should not be 
deferred.* 

x 
In locations w

here space and infrastructure are unlikely to be m
odified, the design should provide trees, lighting, landscaping or other features that w

ill be a 
long-term

 benefit to the area. 
 

 
 

 
 

36. Plan for integration of roadw
ay and district 

storm
w

ater solutions – Design a scalable 
storm

w
ater m

anagem
ent system

 that is 
sensitive to district context and hydrological 
patterns.* 

x 
Street infrastructure should not im

pede district storm
w

ater solutions or result in costly infrastructure investm
ents. 

x 
Allow

 for solutions that m
ay include a com

bination of surface and subsurface m
ethods for collection, treatm

ent and infiltration of storm
w

ater. 
 

 
 

 
 

37. Create a fram
ew

ork for adaptable and w
ell 

sized blocks - The street layout should allow
 

block sizes and dim
ensions that can be 

adapted to a broad range of building and use 
types.** 

    

x 
Categorize reasonable dim

ensions or proportions based on the road netw
ork 

x 
Lim

it or elim
inate sharp angle corners. 

x 
Ensure that blocks betw

een the highw
ay and “South Cam

bridge Street” are of reasonable depth for a range of building types and uses. 
x 

Balance the idea of short highw
ay ram

p segm
ents w

ith reasonable block dim
ensions. 
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Area-W
ide Standards

 

38. Constrain design and operational 
speeds - Plan for a netw

ork that 
operates w

ell, but at low
 speeds.* 

x 
As an urban street netw

ork, m
ost streets should be designed or operate at speeds associated w

ith sim
ilar districts and consistent w

ith City of Boston 
standards for developed urban areas. 

x 
Low

er design speeds w
ill allow

 elim
ination of clear zones (extra space near the curb), narrow

er lanes (for exam
ple, typical lanes m

ay be 11’ w
ide), tighter 

turning radiuses that are m
ore favorable for pedestrian crossings, and other sim

ilar benefits. 

 
 

 
 

 

39. Follow
 M

assDO
T and City of Boston 

Com
plete Streets Guidelines – The 

future streets should im
plem

ent the 
State and City policies for Com

plete 
Streets.* 

x 
The design should be inform

ed and consistent w
ith relevant guidelines and policy directions from

 both the State and the City to create balanced, safe and 
sustainable streets and circulation for all m

odes. 
 

 
 

 
 

40. Provide quality transit 
accom

m
odations on transit routes – 

Plan and design streets for transit 
vehicles and users. * 

x 
Create com

fortable, w
ell-lit transit stop locations w

ith shelters 
 

 
 

 
 

41. Em
ploy sm

art curbside principles – 
Integrate existing and em

erging 
technology into the design of streets 
from

 the outset. * 

x 
Integrate best-practice technology to understand use by m

ultiple m
odes, such as through cam

eras and perm
anent counters 

x 
Provide for visible, accessible access to carshare 

x 
Em

ploy w
ayfinding signs and m

aps in accordance w
ith City of Boston w

ayfinding standards 
x 

Provide opportunities for m
obile phone integration and devices, such as solar-pow

ered charging stations and Sofa benches 

 
 

 
 

 

42. Incorporate Intelligent Transportation 
System

s into the design - ITS 
technology can serve to enhance 
traffic circulation w

ithout relying on 
excessively-sized streets and 
intersections.* 

x 
Com

ponents that should be considered as part of intelligent technologies include links to a control center, cam
eras and sensors and other tools to optim

ize 
coordination and keep streets and intersections sm

aller than w
ould be required w

ithout ITS benefits. 
 

 
 

 
 

43. Allow
 for designated truck routes and 

truck-restricted streets– To the extent 
possible, the street netw

ork should 
direct trucks to specific routes. * 

x 
By establishing preferred truck routes, other streets and connections m

ay be designed to be consistent w
ith the requirem

ent of sm
aller vehicles. the  

x 
Truck routes can also be established that m

inim
ize im

pact on residents stem
m

ing from
 trucks on N

orth Harvard Street and other streets w
ith a m

ore 
residential character. 

 
 

 
 

 

44. Provide storm
w

ater solutions that w
ill 

not im
pact surrounding areas – Ensure 

that all storm
w

ater m
anagem

ent is 
contained w

ithin the areas w
here 

infrastructure changes are m
ade.* 

x 
Im

prove neighborhood flooding conditions, tidal flood conditions. 
x 

M
inim

ize shade and shadow
 im

pact through thoughtful building m
assing and context-sensitive district edges. 

 
 

 
 

 

45. Identify options for robust local and 
regional transit service in the future – 
This w

ill reduce traffic pressure on 
roadw

ays from
 regional traffic and 

accom
m

odate future developm
ent.* 

x 
Anticipating future transit and Transportation M

anagem
ent Program

s w
ill be needed to allow

 a netw
ork of streets and intersections that are scaled for a m

ulti 
m

odel future, rather than autom
obile-oriented developm

ents. 
 

 
 

 
 

46. Plan adequate capacity for future 
utility corridors – Provide for utility 
corridors that w

ill serve future 
developm

ent.* 

x 
Include provisions for utility corridors either below

 grade or integrated w
ith bridge and air rights infrastructure so that they can flexibly serve future parcel 

and air rights developm
ent. 

x 
Plan the street and highw

ay infrastructure so that utilities can be installed w
ithout undue costs or disruption of circulation. 

 
 

 
 

 

47. Anticipate District Energy System
s – 

Provide an infrastructure that can 
easily be adapted to district-based 
energy production and distribution.* 

x 
Include provisions so that the area is easily adaptable to district-based distribution of therm

al energy, including duct banks or connection points. 
x 

Consider future use of areas below
 raised roadw

ays or overpasses for siting energy facilities or sew
er heat recovery facilities. 
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 Considerations for Future M
aster Planning

 
48. Create a coordinated balance of open 

space and buildings that reflect the 
character of an urban district - Plan for 
a proportion of open space w

ithin the 
developable area that w

ill create 
destination and am

enities for the 
district and nearby areas. 

x 
The proportion of ground-level open space available for public access w

ithin the district’s blocks should be approxim
ately 20%

 of the total developable land 
and air rights parcels that w

ill be created in the district. 
x 

The new
 park area along the Charles River w

ill be in addition to the open space provided w
ithin the developable areas. 

 
 

 
 

 

49. Support an east/w
est green corridor - 

Provide a green connecting corridor 
for pedestrians, bicyclists and am

enity 
for developm

ent threading through 
the district. 

x 
Anticipate a linear sequence of at-grade parks, w

alkw
ays and bicycle routes that link the Charles River open space w

ith the area in the vicinity of N
orth 

Harvard Street/Lincoln Street along Cam
bridge Street. 

 
 

 
 

 

50. Create a linked netw
ork of open 

spaces – Principal open spaces created 
in the district should be linked, to 
create a sequence of green places.  

x 
O

pen spaces should be linked visually and w
ith landscaped corridors and sidew

alks to create a netw
ork for pedestrians, rather than being isolated places. 

x 
The linkages should reach to the edges of the district so that neighbors can easily access a sequence and variety of open spaces. 

 
 

 
 

 

51. Plan for future Hubw
ay stations – 

Transit nodes of the future should not 
be lim

ited to W
est Station. 

x 
The developm

ent and infrastructure planning should provide for ability to add Hubw
ay- type stations to serve the expanding developm

ent and population in 
the district. 

 
 

 
 

 

52. Conceal parking supplies – Future 
district parking m

ust provide an 
adequate and unobtrusive inventory. 

x 
Parking should be provided out of sight, w

ith no visual im
pact on prim

ary streets, open spaces, view
 corridors, or other prom

inent view
s. 

x 
Parking solutions should use the change in grade as an advantage to place parking supply below

 the grade of the proposed roadw
ay, but above the existing 

ground plane.  
x 

Parking access should be integrated w
ith the roadw

ay netw
ork and avoid locations that w

ould com
prom

ise the anticipated traffic flow
 and circulation. 

x 
Parking access should be integrated w

ith the pedestrian environm
ent and bicycle circulation to m

inim
ize disruption and reduce conflict w

ith vehicles. 

 
 

 
 

 

53. O
ptim

ize orientation of buildings to 
define district and retain view

s – 
Future district buildings m

ust be 
oriented to define district public realm

 
and fram

e district view
s. 

x 
Deploy future building and site designs to reinforce district vitality by defining active street edges and open spaces, fram

ing view
s, and concealing utilitarian 

functions. 
x Buildings should be oriented at an angle or perpendicular to the Charles River to avoid creating a visual barrier from

 other portions of the district. 

 
 

 
 

 

54. U
se the prim

ary streets as visual 
corridors – Reinforce view

s along 
prim

ary streets through placem
ent of 

buildings and open spaces. 

x Reinforce potential visual corridors to the Charles River on Cam
bridge Street and Cam

bridge Street South. 
x Reinforce potential visual corridors north on Stadium

 W
ay and East Drive. 

Reinforce potential visual connections betw
een open spaces in the district. 

 
 

 
 

 

55. Reinforce context-sensitive 
developm

ent on Cam
bridge Street – 

Provide m
oderate scale developm

ent 
along Cam

bridge Street near existing 
developm

ent. 

x 
Create a context-sensitive transition from

 the existing neighborhood edge of Cam
bridge Street into a district w

ith the potential to have buildings of a larger 
and taller scale. 

x 
M

oderate scale developm
ent adjacent to existing developm

ent w
ould lim

it shadow
 im

pacts adjacent to the district. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

56. Reinforce air rights developm
ent 

potential – Enhance the likelihood of 
future air rights developm

ent w
ith 

connections and parcel sizes to 
support this specialized type of 
developm

ent. 

x Air rights developm
ent has special requirem

ents that need to be taken into account, including access, structural system
s, feasible scales, and other 

characteristics that m
ust be anticipated in the planning for future streets, parking, access, adjacencies and m

any other factors. 
x Air rights decking should be used to create plazas, w

alkw
ays and open space as w

ell as building footprints, particularly in areas that are adjacent to W
est 

Station. 
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57. Integrate buildings, energy facilities 
and open space netw

orks w
ith 

potential flood and storm
w

ater 
m

anagem
ent needs – Provide and 

designs that protect against flood and 
overflow

 conditions to reduce risk to 
surrounding investm

ents. 

x All built and critical facilities should be elevated above projected flood conditions and storm
-induced events, including protection from

 flood vulnerabilities near 
the Cam

bridge Street/River Street bridge. 
x Buildings and sites should integrate w

ater collection and retention system
s that can com

m
unicate w

ith district w
ater m

anagem
ent system

s to provide for 
sustainability. 

 
 

 
 

 

58. Address sea level rise as part of a 
broader area solution - Resiliency for 
this area should be planned in concert 
w

ith system
ic solutions for the Charles 

River Basin. 

x The Charles River Dam
 protects this area from

 coastal and ocean conditions, but m
ay not be adequate relative to future projected sea level rise and storm

-
related events. 

x Developm
ent in this area can contribute to the funding and financing of long-term

 solutions before there are im
pacts in the Charles River Basin. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

59. Provide District Energy system
s and 

solutions - As a new
, planned area, the 

efficient and sustainable production 
and distribution of energy can be 
achieved. 

x Because so m
uch of the land is under single ow

nership, integrated solutions for m
ultiple buildings and sites can be planned and im

plem
ented. 

x Survey and take advantage of siting opportunities for geotherm
al and aquifer-based therm

al storage and exchange system
s as part of the district-w

ide 
developm

ent and open space planning. 

 
 

 
 

 

60. Follow
 best-practice Transportation 

Dem
and M

anagem
ent strategies for 

all new
 developm

ent – M
inim

ize 
vehicular dem

and on new
 streets by 

actively encouraging alternative 
strategies. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

61. Provide com
fortable, attractive 

connections for pedestrians and bikes 
above I-90

 – Extend pedestrian and 
bicycle connections above the Pike 
w

herever there are new
 streets or air 

rights developm
ent. 

x 
Include dedicated pedestrian and bike links betw

een the Cam
bridge Street bridge area to the W

est Station area in conjunction w
ith a vehicle connection in the 

sam
e location. 

x 
As future air rights developm

ent extends coverage of the I-90, provide safe, convenient routes for people w
alking and bicycling as part of a non-m

otorized   
circulation netw

ork. 

 
 

 
 

 

 


